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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent
May Allah send prayers and peace upon our Master Muhammad, his family and companions

Preface

The Tayba Foundation is proud to present this text, which is part of a series of courses
that will provide the knowledge needed to fulfill ones duties as a Muslim. It is one part of an
entire course of studies, so a serious student should realize that completion of this text
constitutes only a beginning on their journey to acquiring that knowledge. There are other
texts on faith, rules of worship and character building that one must study as well.

Once students completes the study of this text in English, we encourage them to work
on understanding the original Arabic of the text, and even trying to commit it to memory. If
memorization in Arabic is not possible, then try to memorize the points in English. You may
even choose to try versifying the translation into an English poem that you can memorize. If
you develop study tools while going through the text, we would love for you to share them
with us so that we can make them available for other students. Upon completion of this course,
we also encourage you to contact us so that we can send you additional material for study of
this text, including an Arabic commentary that lists proofs of the point of this text from the
Quran and Sunna.

Note to this Second Edition: Muharram 1435/December 2013

The Tayba Foundation received a number of edited copies of the first printing of this
packet. Various students and teachers diligently went through the text in Arabic and English.
Their edits have allowed us to enhance the reliability of this packet. We appreciate their work
and thank them deeply for all their precious time they dedicated. We would like to thank
Mufti Atiqur Rahman, Muhammad Amin ibn Anderson, Amin Rafiq Abdul Bari, Jihad Mujahid
Al-Deen, and Lugman Al-Ardhal for their editing work. They are a proof of the dedication that
many incarcerated people has to preserving sacred knowledge.

Their work clearly showed that they spent painstaking hours going over the original
Arabic text that was sent to them, to compare with our print. They paid close attention to the
rules of grammar in both Arabic and English. Their suggestions have led to a more accurate
translation and one that is easier to read and comprehend. We would also like to thank
Muhammad Amin ibn Anderson, Amin Rafiq Abdul Bari and Sharif Nix for the questions they
developed as part of the review section of this packet.

The Messenger of Allah 4 taught us to repay kindness to those that do something good
to us. He # then taught that if we are not able to repay the kindness, that we ask Allah 4 to
reward them with good. To our editors and contributors, we cannot repay you and so we
sincerely say, “Jazakum Allahu khayran” (May Allah reward you with goodness).
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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent
May Allah send prayers and peace upon our Master Muhammad,
his family and his companions

One of the most important endeavors that a Muslim will concern himself with is
gaining knowledge that will allow a servant to reach his Lord. This knowledge being those
rules that a Muslim will need to deal with his Creator (‘ibadat) and deal with the creation
(mu’amalat). One of the main ways to do this is by accessing the texts that our righteous
scholars have authored to assist in gaining this knowledge.

Through their texts, they have laid down for us a clear path that will save us from the
pitfalls of ignorance. They have codified the rules taken from the Qur’an and Sunnah in a way
that makes it simple for anyone desiring to increase himself in knowledge to do so. One of the
most important texts of this type is the book that is before you, The Abridgement (Mukhtasar) of
Imam Al Akhdari.

It is a beginning text of Islamic Jurisprudence (figh) that has been benefiting the ummah
for the past several centuries. It is interesting that the author begins this text with a section
on the purification of the heart. This can be taken as a reminder that the most important
endeavor we have to take on is the purification of our heart. That purification requires us to
work on both the outward rules (figh) and the inward rules as well.

This text has been studied by both young and old alike, and in many locales from the
heart of the Muslim lands to the Heart of the S.F. Bay Area'. It is of the utmost importance that
all Muslims dedicate a portion of their precious lives to gaining sacred knowledge, and this
text is one of the best ways to begin. As for motivation to study, it should suffice us that Allah
4% has honored knowledge and its people in His Book. Allah 45 has said:

e Are those who know equal to those who do not? Nay they are not equal (Quran 39:9)
o Ask the people of knowledge if you do not know (Quran 16:43)
e Only the scholars have deep fear of Allah (Quran 35:28)

Also, the many sayings of the Messenger of Allah 4 should be enough to motivate us to desire
to seek knowledge such as, “Seeking knowledge is incumbent on every Muslim.”

! The “Heart of the Bay Area” is the motto of the City of Hayward, California. It was in Hayward that this text was
taught numerous times, where our distance learning program for incarcerated Muslims began, and where the
audio commentary for this text was recorded.
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When we look to the scholars of all generations, we find much praise about the stations
of knowledge, such as the answer of Imam Malik when he was asked, “When does studying
become blameworthy?” He answered, “When does ignorance become praiseworthy?” If one
has an interest in reading more about the benefits of knowledge, he should refer to one of the
many books authored on the subject such as The Manners of the Student by Imam Zarnugi.

Despite all this praise of knowledge by Allah 4 in His Book, the sayings of His
Messenger # and the many sayings of the righteous people, we still find that many people
have little, if any, desire to gain knowledge. We also know that this is a sign of the end of time
because our Noble Prophet 4 said, “Allah will not take away knowledge all at once. Rather, He
will take it away by taking away the scholars.

Then, the people will make the ignorant ones their leaders and they will give answers
without knowledge so they will be misguided and they will misguide.” So, if we do not want to
make ourselves another sign of the end of time, we must be a part of reviving the sciences of
this deen.

To do that, we have to go back to the texts that have been passed down to us by our
pious predecessors and wholeheartedly begin to study and implement them. One of the poets
has said, "Those who have come before us have left for us nothing other than to follow their
footsteps." The ummah is in desperate need of people who have a deep understanding of this
deen, those who can aid in alleviating the suffering caused by ignorance. Just as the sacred
texts have been preserved, so too has the method to study them.

Traditionally, the Islamic method of learning began at age seven lunar years, with
memorization of the Qur'an. During that time students would also acquire the necessary tool
of the Arabic language. Then they would go on to study Islamic Creed (agidah), Islamic
Jurisprudence (figh), Arabic grammar (nahw), Foundational Methodology (usul) and many other
sciences. All the texts that were studied were committed to memory, as this was one of the
main ways of preserving the knowledge. Even if a person did not have access to his books for
whatever reason, whether they were stolen or destroyed, the river of knowledge continued to
flow.

Imam ShafiT said, "My knowledge is with me when I walk in the streets, and not in a
trunk at my home." Imam Ghazzali once spent a great amount of time copying various
manuscripts by hand. Once, when he was on a journey, they were stolen. Imam Ghazzali told
the thief, "Do not take my knowledge." The thief responded by saying, "What kind of
knowledge is it if a person like me can take it?" From that time on, Imam Ghazzali resolved to
never study anything except that he would memorize it.

When the Mongols invaded Iraq, the river ran red and black. Red from the blood of
those killed and dumped in the river, then black from the books that were thrown in. Although
there were many volumes that were lost and never recovered, due to the many huffadh, or
"those who preserve" i.e. memorize, the most important of those books were saved. One
scholar, Ibn Al Qassar, told the people in Iraq to bring scribes and write what he says as he
could read from memory the contents of the books that were destroyed. This station, however,
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was not something gained overnight; rather it took years of strenuous study. We too hope that
we can produce people of knowledge that can relieve some of the pain that humanity is
experiencing.

One of the most beautiful examples of where our huffadh (those who have memorized
the Qur’an) have done this is during the trans-Atlantic slave trade. In those horrible
conditions, in the depths of those ships, one of the only things that gave the stolen people
comfort, whether they were Muslim, Christian or pagan, was the Qur'an reciters. The Noble
Carriers of the Book of Allah who were ripped from all they had, including their clothes, could
not have the Qu'ran ripped from their hearts. In their pure hearts, they also carried some of
the sacred texts of Islam, such as the Risala of Ibn Abi Zayd.

Some of them put what they carried in their hearts on paper when they got a chance,
and now those manuscripts are being preserved in museums throughout America. We too
want huffadh whose recitation of the Qur'an and the sacred texts can echo throughout the
wilderness of North America and once again bring comfort to the suffering souls of the
Children of our father Adam, upon him be peace. This dream can become a reality through
texts like the Abridgment of Imam Al Akhdari.

Although traditionally these texts were studied one on one with a teacher who would
give the commentary orally and guide the student during the course of his studies, we realize
that many people do not have access to a teacher who can do this. We decided to try a new
method, in the same way that when water is not available for ablution (wudu), one does dry
ablution (tayammum). We have provided an audio commentary of the text in English, along
with a translation of the text.

The hope is not that one will study and memorize in the English medium, but rather
the student will use it as a crutch to increase his or her understanding of the Arabic language.
Without the Arabic language, one will never gain a deep understanding of the way of Islam.
One of the scholars, Al Hilali, said, "The most important aspect of knowledge is ageedah, then
tigh, then purification of the heart and then Arabic which is a tool that is needed to begin". So,
even though Arabic is ranked fourth in importance, it is needed to access the rest. Nabigha
said, commentating on this opinion, "It seems from his statement that Arabic is studied even
before ageedah". We find people will learn a language for the love of a woman or to get a job,
so where are those that will learn Arabic for the love of Allah Almighty and His Messenger .

If one studies this text in the suggested manner, I am sure that he or she will greatly
increase in knowledge of the Arabic language while at the same time learning the rules of
worship that Allah 4 has obliged us to know, and Allah knows best. I have personally have
seen a number of students who knew little or no Arabic go through this text and a basic book
on Arabic, and within a few months they were grasping the language.

A good book to use for learning Arabic is the 3 volume set called The Arabic Course for
English Speaking Students by Dr. V. Abdur Raheem that is used by the Medina University. As for
the Text of Akhdari, a person would need to be able to read the Arabic alphabet before

Page | 5 TAYBA FOUNDATION- ISLAMIC EDUCATION CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM



The Mukhtasar of al-Akhdar1 Course Packet: Figh 101A

beginning his or her study of this text in Arabic. Until then, the student should go through it
tirst in the English medium to begin familiarizing himself with the rules of worship.

Once a person can read the Arabic, begin by writing out a few lines of the Arabic in your
own handwriting into a notebook that you have set aside for memorization. Take a little at
first and then increase as you go on. Look at every word and know what it means by either
looking at the translation or using a good dictionary such as the Dictionary of Modern Written
Arabic by Hans Wehr.

After that, or before that, listen to the corresponding English audio commentary so that
you have an understanding of the lesson. If you can find someone who has already gone over
the text or someone who is going to be your study partner, review it with him. Then, with your
prayer beads in hand, begin reciting the lesson aloud over and over.

You should do it in increments of 60-100 times each, four times a day. Once in the
morning, once between Dhuhr and Maghrib and then once before sleep. Then the next day,
just before or right after Fajr, do it for the fourth time and it should be memorized. If it’s not,
don't be frustrated. It will come with time. Try decreasing the amount you took and increasing
the times you read it, and soon you will know how many times you have to read a certain
amount to memorize it, as each person is different.

When you recite the text from memory, you want to be able to do it without even
thinking about it, just as you do when you recite Qur'an. When you have your lesson
memorized, move on to your next lesson. Once you have committed a good amount to
memory, continue on adding new lessons and set aside a time each day to recite all that you
have memorized.

When writing out your lesson, be sure to include a few lines from the next lesson. This
will act as a link for you when you are reciting all the lessons and you won't have to keep
stopping to think, "What's the next part?" The following is an example of what your lessons of
a three day period might look like in your notebook;

Lesson 1
dost U e pdldly 55lally cnllall o) b o)
Gl e g e Jof ek N alaly o) G
W o a ke b B ¢ 4] ol
Lesson 2

el fS- ae (o3 @ b b By ¢
B 2gd o Lils Of ade gy plaally 3)llally
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All of these are merely suggestions for the course of studies, and a person can change
the method to what suits his studying style best. The important thing is that a person has
memorized the Arabic and understands the meaning. If one follows this course of study, they
will be gaining their fard ‘ayn, individual obligatory knowledge, along with getting accustomed
to the Arabic language.

This method gets one’s eyes used to reading the Arabic, the tongue used to reciting it,
the ears used to hearing it and the hands used to writing it. This has been the traditional way
of studies throughout the Muslim lands and is a way that is in tune with the fitra (natural
disposition). One man who was guided to this method of learning and greatly benefited from it
was the shaheed, El Hajj Malik El Shabazz, or Malcolm X. He says in his biography in chapter 9,
"Saved";

I spent two days just riffling uncertainly through the dictionary's pages. I'd
never realized so many words existed! I didn't know which words I needed to learn.
Finally, just to start some kind of action, I began copying.

In my slow, painstaking, ragged handwriting, I copied into my tablet everything
printed on that first page, down to the punctuation marks.

I believe it took me a day. Then aloud, I read back, to myself, everything I'd
written on the tablet. Over and over, aloud, to myself, I read my own handwriting.

I woke up the next morning, thinking about those words- immensely proud to
realize that not only had I written so much at one time, but I'd written words that I
never knew were in the world. Moreover, with little effort, I could also remember what
many of those words meant.

He, may Allah have mercy on him, began this process after being frustrated over not being able
to express himself in the English language, as his mother tongue was the slang of the streets.
For those that are frustrated over not being able to access the Arabic language, this process
will benefit them.

It will take time and effort but if you persevere, you will be victorious, in sha Allah.
Knowledge is a precious thing and Allah will only let you have it if you struggle. Even for the

Messenger of Allah i, revelation was received only after experiencing great pain. At the first
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revelation, the Angel Gabriel %45, squeezed him three times and then our Messenger % began
reciting. Each squeeze was unbearable but he was being shown that knowledge can only be
received by those who endure hardship. In the story of our Masters Moses %2 and Khadr &,
when the former was going to seek knowledge from the latter, Moses %<2 said, "We have
become tired because of our journey" (Quran 18:62).

One must also struggle to gain knowledge by staying up late into the night or getting
up before dawn. Imam ShafiTsaid, "Whoever seeks lofty things will stay up late at night.
Whoever seeks lofty things without struggle will have wasted his life seeking the impossible.
The one who seeks pearls dives into the ocean." El Hajj Malik El Shabazz said when recounting
the long hours he spent reading every night, "That went on until three or four every morning.
Three or four hours of sleep a night was enough for me. Often in the years in the streets, I had
slept less than that." With this in mind, one must also realized that his body has a right over
him, so give it rest from time to time. Traditionally, schools set aside two days a week for rest.
A student should pursue personal interests, spend time with friends or do other light study.

To end this introduction to the Abridgment of Imam al Akhdari, we turn to a brief
biography of the author himself, written by Dr. Muhammad bin Muhammad Talib Eesa;

The great scholar Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Saghiyar ibn Muhammad
ibn Amir Al Akhdari was a scholar, a man who could explain things clearly, an eloquent
poet, an excellent author, intelligent and logical, and a successful jurist. He was a
reformer with deep insight who refuted various innovations and superstitions,
criticizing all types of outward deviations. He was born in the year 918 of the Hijrah
Calendar and died in the year 983. [He was from the scholars of the area now known as
Algeria].

He has written a number of texts on various subjects and Allah Almighty has
allowed them to be accepted by many people. Beginners study his books, scholars have
written commentaries on them, and educators teach them. His book have benefited
people in the East and the West. That may be due to the soundness of his inward state,
his steadfastness on the path of guidance, and his enjoining right and forbidding evil.
For these things cause a person to have a truthful tongue and a beautiful way of
expressing ideas. Allah Almighty also blesses the work of a person like this and gives
him acceptance in the earth.

We ask Allah Almighty, out of His graciousness and bounty, to make us from
amongst the accepted ones in this world and the next. We ask that He rectify our
intentions and our descendants. We ask that He bless our actions and that He resurrect
us in the company of the Chosen One #.

We hope that for those that receive this book it will be the beginning of a lifelong
journey of seeking knowledge. This process will include moving from this text to other texts
on this subject of figh moving through the beginning texts, to the intermediate and then on to
the advanced texts. The same will be for the other subjects of ‘agidah, usul, seerah, and the
many other sciences of Islam. We also have a contact system for those that are going through
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the text, so that they can clear up any things that are obscure. This system is the Tayba
Distance Learning Program for Islamic Sciences’.

Once a student has finished the text and knows it well, we have a system of testing the
students and then giving them ijazahs, or traditional teaching licenses in each text. We will also
provide them with Arabic commentaries of this and other texts to enhance their
understanding of the text and increase their skill of Arabic. The Abridgment of Imam Al Akhdari
has many commentaries, three of which deal with the proofs from the Qur'an and Sunnah for
the rulings he mentions. One of these will be provided to students who have gone through the
text and have basic understanding of Arabic.

With this as a beginning, we hope to build up a core group of Muslims who have deep
understanding of the deen who can then move to spreading the correct message of Islam. If we
want the best for ourselves and our families, we must strive to get this understanding, or figh.
Our Master Muhammad 4 said, "Whoever Allah wants good for him, He will give him deep
understanding (figh) of the deen."

We ask that Allah accept all of our actions and gives us success in following the way of
our Master Muhammad #. We ask all those that receive this book to pray for those who aided
in putting the study package together and for their families and teachers.

Your brother in Islam,

Rami Nsour al-Idrisi
2004
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About the Author

Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman al-Akhdari

He is an Algerian scholar whose full name is Abi Yazid ‘Abdur Rahman bin Muhammad
al-Saghtr bin Muhammad bin ‘Amir. He is most commonly known as “al-Akhdari.” He followed
the Maliki school in figh and the Ash‘ari school in creed. He is considered to be from amongst
the great scholars of Islam and the distinguished scholars of Algeria in the 10" century Hijra.
The majority of sources have concurred that he was born in Nabtas and grew up there in his
early years. Nabtiis is a village that is about 10km from Baskara. He was born in the year
920H/1514 CE, according to the most accurate narration. Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman al-Akhdari
grew up in an environment filled with knowledge and righteousness. His father, Muhammad
al-Saghir, gave him what he needed to have in terms of raising, knowledge, and manners. Al-
AkhdarT was aided in his search for knowledge by being very intelligent and insistent on
learning from a very young age. He was born into a family devoted to studying, and this aided
him in his search for knowledge. He was known for his breadth of knowledge, in that he
mastered various subjects.

Al-Akhdari undertook a rihla, or journey to seek knowledge, that gave him a well-
rounded development of his knowledge. One of his journeys took him to Tunis to study in the
famed Zaytuna University. During his time there studying and sitting with great scholars, his
knowledge base increased greatly. After his time there, his journey took him to Bintways, so
that he could take another journey to Constantinople, as it was a great center of learning at
that time. There, he met many scholars and studied with them and took from their
knowledge. After that, he returned to Bintways and settled there, establishing a school at the
Zawiyah that his grandfather, Muhammad ibn ‘Amir, founded. The school was a center of
learning whose knowledge illuminated the horizons around it. Al-Akhdari stayed at the school
teaching and giving lessons to students and producing scholars. It was a grand school that was
that had as its pillar Al-Akhdari and attracted the attention of many seekers of knowledge.
Those seekers then began coming to the school from every deep valley and faraway land,
including the area in the south of the country and from Constantinople and the surrounding
areas.

Shaykh Abdur Rahman al-Akhdari loved to take time to be alone (khalwa) as he was one
who renounced worldly things (zahid) and spent much time in devotional worship (‘ibadah).
From time to time, he would travel to the mountains in the surrounding area and would find
rest being there as well as an increase in spiritual cleansing. Two of these mountains that he
would travel to are Mount Ahmed Haddu and Mount ‘Tyad that are part of the Al-Awras range
that borders on the desert. It was during these mountain retreats that he wrote a number of
his books, likeAl-Durratul Bayda’ which he wrote while on Mount Ahmed Haddu. While on
Mount ‘Tyad, he wrote a commentary on his book on Arabic rhetoric entitled Al-Jawhar al-
Makniin, as we find that he wrote at the end of the book, “This book was completed during the
blessed night of Friday on the last day of RabT al-Awwal in the year 952 in an area of Mount
Tyad.”
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His Teachers

e He studied with his father, Shaykh Muhammad al-Saghir, beginner courses in
arithmetic and inheritance.

e He studied with his brother Shaykh Ahmed who was the oldest of his brothers. He
studied law (figh), logic (mantiq), and rhetoric (bayan). Shaykh Ahmed did not author
any books.

e Shaykh Ab ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Khuribi who was a jurist (faqih), narrator
of Prophetic sayings (muhaddith), and a person of the inner path (sifi). He was born in
a village near Tripoli in Libya, but was raised in Algeria. Al-AkhdarTstudied with him
and took the wird of the Shadhili and Zarrtiqi order. Shaykh Aba ‘Abdullah wrote Dhawil
Aflas fi Akhbari Fas (a book on the city of Fes), Al-Uns fT al-Tanbih ‘an ‘uyib an-nafs (a book
on the faults of the self), and Muzil al-Lubs (a book on the secrets of the five pillars). He
passed away in 963 Hijrah.

e Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Quriin who lived near the village of Tultiqah. Al-Akhdart
benefitted immensely from him.

e Shaykh ‘Umar ibn Muhammad al-Kammad, who is well known as “Al-Wazzan.” He was
one of the great scholars of Constantinople and was a faqih, sifi and a scholar of both
logic and narrations. Some of his works include Al-Bida‘ah al-Muzjah, fatwas on both
law and creed, and a marginal commentary (hashiyah) on Santsi’s work on creed.

Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman al-AkhdarT was constantly in the service of Islam through teaching
and studying and continued in this fashion until his death. The biographers who have studied
his life have differed on the year in which he passed away, but the strongest opinion is that he
passed away in the year 983 Hijrah. He passed away in an area called “Kuhal” and was then
taken to his birthplace for burial near Muhammad ‘Amir and his brother Ahmed ibn
Muhammad. This was a request that he had made to his students while he was sick. He was
buried there and his grave is still well known to this day and people visit his grave. Shaykh
‘Abdur Rahman al-Akhdarf is considered to be from amongst the pious friends of Allah
(awliya’) about whom Allah said, “Verily the friends of Allah will not have fear nor will they be
sad.” He is from amongst those who spent their lives in the service of education.

His Books
Al-AkhdarT wrote over 20 books, including texts, commentaries, and poems. Some have been
printed recently, some exist as old prints, others are still in manuscript form, and some have
decayed or been lost. The following is a list of some of his works:

1- Al-Jawhar al-Makniin fi Thalathati funiin, which is a book on rhetoric (balaghah).

2- A commentary on Al-Jawhar al-Makniin.
3- Al-Sirgj fil Hay’ah, a poem on astronomy written when he was 19 years old.
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4- Al-Durrah al-Bayda’ fi ahsan al-Funitin, a 500-line poem on inheritance and arithmetic,
written when he was 20 years old while he was studying with his father. He began
writing a commentary on this book but it was stolen before he completed it. It was
then returned and yet he was not able to complete it.

5- Azhar al-Matlab fi ‘ilm al-Usturlab, a book on the use of the Astrolabe, astronomy and the
planets. He wrote the book when he was 24 years old.

6- A commentary on the Saniisiyyah, a book on creed (‘agida)

7- Al-Sullam al-Murawnag, a 143-line poem on the rules of logic which he wrote when he
was 24 years old.

8- A commentary on Al-Sullam al-Murawnagq.

9- A poem on the rules of grammar.

10- Al-Durrar al-Bahiyya, a versification of the book on grammar al-Ajriimiyyah.

11- Al-Faridah al-Gharra’, a poem on creed (‘aqida).

12- Al-Qudsiyyah, a poem on true purification of the soul (tasawwuf) and leaving
innovations.

13- Mukhtasar fil Tbadat, and this is the book in your hands.

14- A treatise warning about the harms of innovation.

15- A poem in praise of the Prophet .

16- Mishkat al-Nas.

17- Nasihatul Shabab, which he wrote as advice to the youth of his age.
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In the Name of Allah the Merciful, the
Compassionate

Praise be to Allah the Lord of Creation. Prayers and
peace be upon our Master Muhammad, the Seal of
the Prophets and the Imam of the Messengers.

The first obligation upon the responsible one is to
correct his faith. Then [he must] know what is
necessary to correct his fard ‘ayn, such as the rules of
prayer, purification and fasting. The responsible
one is obligated to preserve the boundaries of Allah
4 and observe His commands and prohibitions. The
responsible one must repent before Allah 4
becomes angry with him.

The conditions of repentance (tawbah) are:

1. Remorse over what was done,

2. An intention never to return to the sin for
the rest of his life, and

3. To leave the sin immediately if he was in the
midst of performing it.

It is not permissible to delay repentance (tawbah)
nor to say, “I will repent once Allah 4% guides me.”
Verily this is from amongst the signs of
wretchedness (shaga’), abandonment (khudhlan), and
blinding of the spiritual inner sight (basira).

It is an obligation for the responsible one to protect
his tongue from:

Foul speech

Evil speech

Ugly words

Swearing by divorce

Ridiculing a Muslim

Mocking a Muslim

Cursing a Muslim

Frightening a Muslim without a valid reason.
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It is an obligation upon the responsible one to
protect his eyes from looking at the prohibited. It is
not permissible for him to look at a Muslim in a way
that harms him. This is unless the person is a
transgressor (fasiq) in which case one must not keep
his company.

It is an obligation upon the responsible one to
protect his limbs to the best of his ability. He must
love, hate, be pleased and be angry for the sake of

Allah 4.

The responsible one must enjoin

righteousness and forbid evil. He is prohibited

from:

O XN AR

11.

12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

It is not permissible to befriend a transgressor (fasiq)

0.

Lying (kadhib)

Backbiting (ghtba)

Carrying tales (namima)

Arrogance (kibr)

Vanity (‘ujb)

Showing off (riya’)

Bragging (sum‘a)

Jealousy (hasad)

Hate (bughd)

Seeing oneself as being better than others
(ru’yatul fadl alal ghayr)

Winking and pointing [in mockery] (al hamzu
wal lamzu)

Frivolity (‘abath)

Mockery (sukhriyya)

Fornication and adultery (zina)

Looking at a marriageable female (ajnabiyya)
Deriving pleasure from her voice
Consuming the wealth of people without
their contentment

Gaining income through intercession or the
religion.

Delaying the prayer beyond its proper times.

nor to sit with him, unless there is a necessity. The
responsible one should not seek the acceptance of
the creation by angering the Creator. Allah 4 has
said, “Allah and His Messenger are more worthy of
being pleased, if they were truly believers” (Quran
9:62). The Messenger of Allah # said, “There is no
obedience to a creature in that which is
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disobedience to the Creator.” It is not permissible
for the responsible one to do anything until he
knows what Allah has ordained in that matter. He
must ask the scholars and follow the ones who:

1. Implement the way (sunna) of the Prophet %
2. Guide to the obedience of Allah 4
3. And warn people from following the devil.

The responsible one must not be content with that
which satisfies the bankrupt ones who have wasted
their lives in other than obedience to Allah 4. O
how much are they in loss and how long their
weeping will be on the Day of Judgment! We ask
Allah % to grant us success in following the way
(sunna) of our Prophet, Intercessor and Master
Muhammad #.

Section of Purification (Tahara)
Purification (tahara) is two types:

1. Purification from hadath
2. Purification from filth (khabath)

Purification from both types is not achieved except
with pure and purifying water. It is water that has
not changed in either its color, taste or smell by
something that is not normally a part of it such as:

oil

Fat

Grease
Grime

Soap

Filth

And the like

N OO W N

There is no harm with:

1. Dirt
2. Mud
3. Salt
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4, Plaster
5. And the like

Section

If the spot where an impurity (najdsa) affects is
known, that place is washed. If the place is not
known, the entire garment is washed. If one is in
doubt about whether an impurity has affected an
area, he must sprinkle water on that area (nadh). If
one is affected by something that he is unsure
whether or not it is an impurity, he does not have to
sprinkle water. If one remembers an impurity
during a prayer, he must cut it off, unless he fears
losing the prayer time. If one prays with an
impurity out of forgetfulness and remembers after
the salam of the prayer he should repeat the prayer
if the time is still in.

Section
The obligations (fard) of ablution (wudit’) are seven:

1. Anintention

2. Washing the face

3. Washing the arms up to [and including] the
elbows

4. Wiping the head

5. Washing the feet up to [and including] the
ankles

6. Rubbing

7. Continuity

The Prophetic traditions (sunna) of wudi’ are:
1. Washing the hands up to the wrist at the

beginning of the wudd’
2. Rinsing the mouth
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Renewing the water for wiping the ears
Keeping the obligations in order

3. Sniffing water into the nose
4. Blowing water out of the nose
5. A return wipe of the head

6. Wiping the ears

7.

8.

If one forgets an obligatory (fard) limb, he should:

1. Wash that limb and the limbs that are after
it, if he remembers soon after

2. Wash only that limb if a long time has passed
and then repeat any prayers that he
performed with that wudu.

If one forgot a sunna, then he only performs what
was missed and does not need to repeat the prayer.
If a person missed a portion of a limb, he must wash
that portion with an intention. If he had prayed
before washing that portion he must repeat the
prayer. If one remembers not having rinsed the
mouth or nose after he began washing his face, he
should not return to what he forgot until he has
completed his wudi’.

The recommended matters (fada’il) of wudi’ are:

1. Beginning with the name of Allah (bismillah)

2. Brushing the teeth

3. Asecond and third washing for the face and
hands

4. Beginning with the front portion of the head

(when wiping)

Maintaining order between the sunnas

Using as little water as possible

Washing the right limb before the left.

It is an obligation to rub in between the

fingers. It is recommended to rub in

between the toes (but water must reach

them).

P NN

It is an obligation to have water reach the skin
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under a light beard, but not a thick one. Water must
reach the skin under a beard during the full body
wash (ghusl), even if the beard is thick.

Section

The things which nullify wudi’ are:

1. Direct nullifiers (ahdath)
2. Causes (asbab)

The ahdath are:
1. Urination
2. Defecation
3. Passing wind
4. Madhy
5. Wady

The asbab are:

Heavy sleep

Unconsciousness

Intoxication

Insanity

Kissing

Touching a woman if pleasure was intended
or found

Touching the penis with the inside [or sides]
of the hand [i.e. palm] and fingers.

N Ul b W N =

N

If a person has a doubt about a hadath, he must
perform wudi’. This is unless he has constant doubt
(waswasa), in which case he does not have to do
anything. One must wash the entire penis if he
experiences madhy, but does not have to wash the
testicles. Madhy is the emission that occurs when
one has minor pleasure by thinking, looking, or the
like.

Section

It is not permissible for one who does not have
wudi’ to:
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1. Pray.

2. Perform tawaf (circuits around the ka’bah).

3. Touch a copy of the Qur’an or its cover with
his hand, a stick or the like. This is with the
exception of a portion of the Qur’an that he
is studying from.

4, Touch a tablet (lawh) that has Qur’an written
on it unless one is a student or a teacher that
is correcting him.

A child in regards to the rules of touching the
Qur’an is the same as the adult, but the sin would be
on the one who allowed the child to touch it.
Whoever intentionally prays without wudd’ is a
nonbeliever (kdfir) and we seek refuge in Allah from
this.

Section

A full body wash (ghusl) is necessary due to three
things:

1. Janaba
2. Hayd
3. Nifas

Janaba is of two types:

1. The exiting of semen (many) with normal
pleasure in sleep or a waken state through
intercourse or other means.

2. The entrance of the glans of the penis into
the vagina

If one sees himself in a dream having intercourse
but there is not emission of seminal fluid (many),
then he does not have to do anything. If one finds
dry semen on his clothes but does not know when it
occurred, he must perform the ghusl and repeat all
prayers performed from the last time he slept.
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Section
The obligations of ghusl are:

An intention at the beginning
Continuity

Rubbing

Covering [the body with water]

BN W N

The sunnas of ghusl are:

1. Washing the hands up to the wrists, as in
wudi’

Rinsing the mouth

Sniffing water into the nose

Blowing water out of the nose

Washing the simakh of the ears, and it is the
outer ear canal. As for the ear lobe, one must
wash the outer and inner portion.

O b W DN

The recommended actions of ghusl are:

1. Beginning by washing the impurity (najasa)
Then washing the penis, and making the
intention at that point.

Washing the limbs of wud@’ once each

Then washing the top portion of his body
Washing the head three times

Washing the right portion of the body first
Using as little water as needed when washing
the limbs

N

N e

If one forgets to wash a portion of his body or an
entire limb during his ghusl, he should wash that
immediately after he remembers, even if it is after
one month. He then must repeat all prayers [made
with that ghusl]. If he delays washing the area once
he remembers it, his ghusl is invalid. If the missed
portion was in the limbs of wud@’ and it was washed
during wud@’, that is sufficient.

Section
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It is not permissible for a person in the state of
Jjanaba to enter a masjid or to recite the Qur’an,
except for an ayah or the like for the purpose of
protection. It is not permissible for the person who
is not able to use cold water to go to his wife until he
prepares the tools [needed to heat the water]. If he
has a nocturnal emission then there nothing is
required of him.

Section on Tayammum
[Dry Ablution With Pure Earth]

A traveler may perform tayammum, if he is not being
disobedient in his travels [and does not have any
water]. The sick person may perform tayammum for
an obligatory prayer (fard) or a recommended
prayer (nafila). The healthy resident may perform
tayammum, if he fears that he will lose the time of
the prayer. The healthy resident may not perform
tayammum for a recommended prayer, jumu‘a, or a
funeral prayer (jandza), except if [in the last case] it
was an obligation upon him.

The obligations of tayammum are:

Intention

Pure earth (sa‘7d)

Wiping the face

Wiping the hands to the wrists

The first contact with the earth
Continuity

The time of the prayer being in

That the tayammum is connected to the
prayer without interruption

PN L

The pure earth (sa‘Td) is:

Dirt

Adobe brick [unbaked]
Rock

Snow

Mud and the like
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It is not permissible to perform tayammum on:

1. Cooked plaster

2. Straw mats

3. Wood

4, Grass and the like

There is a dispensation for the sick person to use a
stone or adobe wall if he cannot find someone to get

him something else.

The sunna of tayammum are:

1. Contacting the earth a second time for
wiping his hands

2. Wiping between the wrists and the elbows

3. Maintaining the order
The recommended acts of tayammum are:

1. Saying bismillah
Wiping the right hand before the left

3. Wiping the outer portion of the arms before

the inner portion.

4. Wiping the front part before the end part.

The things that invalidate tayammum are like wudi’.

Two fard prayers cannot be prayed with one

tayammum. The one who performs tayammum for a
fard prayer may pray ndfila prayers after it, touch

the Qur’an, make tawaf, and recite [Qur’an] if:

1. He had intended that,

2. This is done immediately after the prayer,

and
3. The time of the prayer has not exited

Tayammum for a nafila makes all the aforementioned
permissible except a fard prayer. Whoever prays
‘Isha’ with tayammum is allowed to pray shafi’ and
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witr afterwards if there is no delay. If one is making
tayammum while in a state of janaba, there must be
that specific intention.

Hayd (Menstruation)

Women are either:

1. Experiencing hayd for the first time
2. Having a regular period, or
3. Pregnant

The longest a woman'’s first menstrual cycle can be
is 15 days. The [most for a] for a woman with a
regular cycle is her normal period. If the blood
continues to flow, then she would add 3 days to [her
longest] cycle as long as it does not make it more
than 15 days. For the pregnant woman, if it is after:

1. Three months, she adds 15 days and “the
like” (totaling 20 days)

2. Six months, she adds 20 days and “the like”
(totaling 30 days)

If the blood cuts off intermittently, then she adds up
the days until she completes her usual duration. 1t
is not permissible for a menstruating woman to
pray, fast, perform tawaf, touch a copy of the Qur’an
or enter a masjid. She must make up her fasts, but
not her prayers. It is permissible for her to recite
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Qur’an. It is not permissible for her husband to
touch her vagina or what is between the umbilicus
(belly button) and the knees until she performs a
ghusl.

Post Partum Discharge (Nifds)

Nifas is like hayd conerning what is prevented by it.
The most that it can be is 60 days. If the blood cuts
off before that, even if on the day of the birth, then
she performs ghusl and prays. If the blood returns
and 15 days had gone by, then the second blood is
hayd. Otherwise, she adds it to the previous days
and it is a completion of her nifas.

Section on the Prayer Times

The preferred time (mukhtar) for dhuhr begins from
the post-zenith (zawal) of the sun. It continues until
the length of the shadow equals the post-zenith
(zawal) shadow plus the length of the object
[measured]. The mukhtar for ‘asr is from the end of
dhuhr until the yellowing period. The necessary
(darari) of both prayers is until sunset. The mukhtar
of maghrib is from sunset and continues for the time
it would take to perform the prayer after fulfilling
its conditions. The mukhtar of ‘Isha’ is from the
setting of the redness in the sky until the first third
of the night. The dariri of both prayers is until the
first light of dawn (fajr). The mukhtar of the
morning prayer (subh) is from the first light of dawn
(fajr) until clear light (isfar). Its dararf is until the
rising of the sun. Prayers are considered make-up
(qada’) after all of those aforementioned times.

If one delays a prayer until its time has exited, then
he has upon him a grand sin, unless he forgot or was
asleep. Nafila prayers are not performed after:

1. The morning prayer (subh) until the sun has
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risen

2. After ‘asr prayer until the prayer of maghrib

3. After the first light of dawn, except for a
regular routine of prayers that one overslept
and was not able to perform

4, When the Imam of the Friday prayer sits on
the minbar.

5. After the jumu‘a prayer until he leaves the
masjid

Section on the Conditions of the Prayer

The conditions for the prayer are:

1. Purity from hadath (in need of wudu or
ghusl)

2. Purity from khabath (impurities) on one’s

body, clothing and place of prayer

Covering the nakedness (‘awra)

Facing the gibla (direction of Mecca)

Leaving speech

Leaving excessive actions

N Ul W

The nakedness (‘awra) of a man is between his
umbilicus and his knees. The entire body of a
woman is nakedness, except for her face and her
hands. Prayer is disliked [for a man] if performed
while wearing only pants [i.e. bare-chested] unless
there is something over it [i.e. a shirt or a shawl]. If
one gets impurities on his clothing, cannot find
something else to wear or water to wash it, and does
not have another garment to wear while he washes
it, then he can pray with the impurity. It is not
permissible to delay the prayer because of lack of
purity, and whoever does that has disobeyed his
Lord.

The one who does not find any clothing to cover his
nakedness prays naked. Whoever makes a mistake
in regards to the gibla should repeat if there is still
time. Every repetition of the prayer is a virtuous act
(fadila). For everything that would cause one to
repeat the prayer does not apply to missed prayers
or ndfila prayers.

MLMJUU)_HJ\Q_\;@M\FA&}‘LA@JUUM\}
JHA\} ‘m\jl\ mlu.db )PJ\} (,yuu uu\}uu\
wm\u\p\,umﬂbuﬂss\,wwg;qjub
ﬁ&&\)ddﬁj@)ﬂc@\jeyw\ﬂo‘)mb

s e ol

SULE AR Ay se il a8 (el
J.uuuu\} cd.qaj\ J}L\.U Aﬂ\jeﬁw\ dﬁju.ud\ﬁ\
¢l o;\)sud‘ﬁ\ Ay i Vs ce}al.d\}qsﬂmuj\
AR ‘_L}Lu} ‘AM\gng\j&}S}\@@mﬂ\j
i p3all s jlanll (31 headls Ll Jdally milall
Al O 3B G555 sl ball b Le-h—wyj
JP—JU g 5350 o A sfaall g s d)—kb
(835l 2303 6)5)3‘ 8 15 & 581 5 ¢ 58115
A@.ud\d.:.\;\.cﬂ\} ct}SJ\J_UJJA.U cC\_\_mj\‘\_uLa
: M\,Jﬂ\u_adj_b\ L;ﬂ_ﬂ\ }Jé_..u.ﬂ\ UJS-‘} c@u\
25 3 UL &L 255 L

Page | 25

TAYBA FOUNDATION- ISLAMIC EDUCATION CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM




The Mukhtasar of al-Akhdar1 Course Packet: Figh 101A

Section

The obligations of prayer are:

© PN oUW

T S G S g Y
S LW NN =R O

An intention of the specific prayer
The takbir of ihram
Standing for the Takbir of ihram
Fatiha
Standing for the fatiha
Bowing
Rising from the bowing
Prostrating on the forehead
Rising from the prostration
. Standing upright
. Stillness
. Maintaining the order of the obligations
. The final salam
. The sitting that is needed for the final salam

The condition of the intention is that it is directly
linked to the takbir of ihram.

The sunna of the prayer are:

0 XN W

— [ Y [E Y
N w N =)

=
&)

Saying the igama
Reciting a sura after the fatiha
Standing for the sira
Reciting silently where appropriate
Reciting out loud where appropriate
Saying sami‘a Allahu liman hamidahu
Every takbir except the first one
Both tashah-huds
Sitting for them
. Reciting the fatiha before the siira
. The second and third salam for the one
following an imam
. Saying only the obligatory salam audibly
. Sending prayers upon the Messenger of Allah
. Prostrating on the nose, hands, knees and
tips of the feet
Using a sutra for other than the one
following an imam. The least that the sutra
can be is:

a. The thickness of a spear
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The length of a dhira’ (cubit)
Pure

Firmly grounded

Not distracting

e a0 o

The recommended acts of the prayer are:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12,

13.
14.

15.

16.

Raising the hands during the opening takbir
until they are near the ears.

Saying rabana wa laka al-hamd for the one
praying behind an imam or one praying
alone.

Saying amin after the fatiha for the one
praying alone or behind an imam. The imam
does not say amin except in the silent
prayers.

Tasbih in the ruki’

Supplication (dua) in sujad

Lengthening the recitation in Subh and Dhuhr
prayers.

Reciting short stiras in ‘Asr and Maghrib.
Reciting medium length siiras in ‘Isha’.

The first siira should be before the second [in
the order found in the Qura’n].

The first siira should be longer than the
second.

Performing the well-known positions in the
rukii’, sujid, and sitting.

The quniit prayer done:

. Silently

Before the rukd@’

After the stira

In the second rak‘a

In the subh prayer. It is permissible to
be done after the ruk@’

Du@’ after the second tashah-hud.

The second tashah-hud is longer than the
first.

Turning [the head] to the right during the
Salam.

Moving the index finger during the tashah-
hud.

o o0 o

It is makruh to:

1.

Look around during the prayer
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2. Close the eyes

3. Say “bismillah (basmalah)” or “a‘tdhu billahi
min ash shaytan ar rajim (ta'awwudh)” during
the fard prayer, but it is permissible during
the nafila

Stand on one foot unless the prayer is long
Put the feet together

Put a coin or something else in the mouth
Placing anything distracting in one’s pocket,
sleeve or on the back

Thinking about matters of the world (dunya)
9. Everything that would distract him from

N oo

®

being in a humble state of humility in prayer.

Section

Prayer has an immense light that causes the hearts
of those who pray to radiate. None will attain it
except those who are fearful in their prayer. So, if
you come to the prayer, empty your heart of the
dunya and what it contains. Preoccupy yourself
with your Lord the One to whom you are praying.
Believe that the prayer is submissiveness and
humbleness to Allah # through the standing,
bowing and prostration It is exaltation and
glorification of Allah % through the takbir, tasbih
and dhikr. So protect your prayer, as it is the
greatest act of worship. Do not allow the devil to
play with your heart and distract you from the
prayer to the point that your heart is blind and you
are prevented from experiencing the pleasures of
the lights of the prayer. You must maintain khusha’
(submissiveness) during the prayer, as the prayer
prevents foul and evil acts because of that
submissiveness. Seek assistance from Allah 4 and
He is the Best Assister.

Section
The obligatory prayer has seven ordered ways that
it can be performed. It is obligatory to keep four of
them in order and recommended to keep three in

order.

1. Standing without leaning on anything
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2. Standing while leaning on something
3. Sitting without leaning on anything
4. Sitting while leaning on something

It is obligatory to maintain order between these
four. If one is able to pray in one way and prays in a
subsequent way, then his prayer is invalid. The
three that are recommended to keep in order for
the one who is unable to pray in one of the four
aforementioned fashions prays are to pray:

5. On the right side
6. On the left side
7. Onone’s back

If one does not maintain the order between these
three, his prayer is valid. The leaning that would
invalidate the prayer (for the one who can do
without it) is that which would cause a person to fall
if that thing were to fall. If a person would not fall
with the falling of what he was leaning on then it is
makrih. As for a ndfila prayer, it is permissible for
the one who can stand to pray sitting down, but he
gets only half of the reward of the one who stands.
It is permissible to enter the prayer sitting and then
stand thereafter or to enter it standing and then to
sit thereafter. But if he entered the prayer with the
intention to perform it standing, in which case it
would be prohibited for him to sit afterwards.

Section

It is obligatory to make up any prayers that one
owes, and it is not permissible to be careless in that.
Whoever makes up everyday five day’s worth of
missed prayers is not a careless person. He must
make them up in the order that he missed them. If
the prayer was a traveler’s prayer, then he makes it
up as a traveler’s prayer, regardless of whether he
was a resident or a traveler when he was making up
the prayer. Maintaining the order between the two
present prayers and between a small amount of
prayers is obligatory, if one remembers. A small
amount of prayers is four. If a person owes four or
less prayers, he must pray it before the present
prayer, even if the time were to go out. It is
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permissible to make up prayers at any time. One
who owes Qada for prayers is not to offer nafila
prayers. Thus, he is not to pray salatul duha or the
nightly Ramadan prayers (tarawih). The only thing
that is permissible for him is shafi’ and witr, fajr, the
two Tds, khusiif (the solar eclipse prayer) and istisqa’
(the drought prayer). It is permissible for a group
that owes the same prayer to pray in congregation if
it is exactly the same prayer. If a person forgets
how many prayers are owed, he prays an amount
that leaves no doubt.

Chapter on Sahw

The prostration of sahw in the prayer is a sunna. For
subtracting something from the prayer, one makes
two prostrations (gabli) before the final salam and
after the completion of the two tashah-huds. He
then makes another tasahah-hud and another salam.
For an addition, two prostrations after the salam
(ba’di) are made, then another tashah-hud and salam.
If one subtracts from and adds to the prayer, he
should prostrates before the Salam.

If one forgets the gabli and says the salam, he should
prostrate, if a long time has not passed. If a long
time has passed or he left the masjid, the prostration
is invalid. [In the case of leaving the gabli] the
prayer is invalid if three or more sunnas were
missed, but not if it was less than that. If one forgets
the ba’di, he must prostrate it even if a year had
passed. If one misses an obligation from the prayer,
then a prostration is not sufficient. If one forgets a
recommended act of the prayer, then there is no
prostration.

The gabli is performed due to missing two or more
sunnas. As for one sunna, there is no prostration
needed unless it was the silent or audible
recitations. So, whoever recites silently in an
audible prayer should prostrate before the salam.
Whoever recites audibly in a silent prayer should
prostrate after the salam.
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Whoever speaks out of forgetfulness must prostrate
after the Salam. If one says Salam forgetingly after
two rak‘as, he should prostrate after the Salam. If
one adds one or two rak‘as to the prayer, he should
prostrate after the Salam. If one adds the same
amount to the prayer, then it is invalid. Whoever
has doubt about something in his prayer must
perform it. Doubt in prayer is like certainty. So,
whoever doubts about performing a rak‘a or sajda
must perform it and prostrate after the Salam. If
one doubts about saying the Salam, he must say the
Salam if it was nearby and there is no prostration. If
a long time has passed, then the prayer is invalid.

The muwaswis (one with constant doubt) must
remove the waswasa (whisperings) from his heart
and not perform what he has doubts about. But he
prostrates after the Salam whether he doubted
about an addition or subtraction. If a person recites
the quntt audibly, there is no prostration required
but it is disliked to do that intentionally. If a person
adds a stira in the last two rak‘as, there is no
prostration owed. If one hears the name of
Muhammad # during the prayer and sends prayers
upon him, he owes nothing. This is whether he did
it out of forgetfulness, or intentionally, while
standing or sitting. Nothing is owed if one:

1. recites two or more siiras in one rak‘a

2. began one siira and then went to another
sura

3. bowed before completing the siira.

If during the prayer one motions with his hand or
head, nothing is owed. If one repeats the fatiha out
of forgetfulness, he prostrates after the Salam. If it
was done intentionally, then what is apparent is
that the prayer is invalid. Whoever remembers the
slira after bowing in the rukd’ must not return to
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recite it. If one remembers the silent or audible
recitations before the ruk’, he repeats the
recitation. If that was only in the siira, then he
repeats the stra and there is no prostration owed. If
that was in the fatiha, then he repeats it and
prostrates after the salam. If he loses the
opputunity to repeat it, because he went into ruk@’,
then he would prostrate:

1. before the Salam for leaving the audible
recitation

2. after the Salam for leaving the silent
recitation

The above would be the ruling whether it was Fatiha
or the Sura alone.

Whoever laughs in the prayer invalidates it
whether it was intentional or out of forgetfulness.
No one laughs in his prayer except a heedless fool.
If the believer stands for prayer, he removes from
his heart everything other than Allah 4. He leaves
the dunya and what is in it until he has in his heart
the grandness and exaltation of Allah 4. And his
heart shakes, his soul is frightened from the Awe of
Allah (Exalted is His Grandness). This is the prayer
of those with tagwa. There is nothing owed due to
smiling. The weeping in prayer of a humble person
is forgiven. Whoever listens a short while to
someone speaking does not owe anything. If one
stands up before sitting, then if:

1. he remembered before his hands and knees
have left the ground, he returns and owes no
prostration

2. he has left the ground then he continues,
does not return, and then prostrates before
the salam.

If one returns to the ground after separating from it
and standing up, whether unintentional or
intentional, his prayer is sound and he prostrates
after the prayer. Whoever blows air out of
forgetfulness during the prayer prostrates after the
salam. 1f that was done intentionally then his prayer
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is invalid. If one sneezes during the prayer, he
should not:

1. concern himself with saying al-hamdullilah
2. Respond to the one who responded to him
3. Respond to the one who sneezes

If he says al-hamdullilah, then he owes nothing. If
one yawns during the prayer, he should cover his
mouth. One should not spit except in his clothing
and without making a sound.

Whoever has doubt about a ritual impurity (hadath)
or an impurity (najasa), thinks about it for a short
while, and ascertains purity then he owes nothing.
Whoever unintentionally looks around in his prayer
owes nothing. If he did it intentionally then it is
makrih. If one turns his back to the gibla he must
cut his prayer off. If one prays wearing silk or gold,
steals during the prayer, or looks at something
prohibited then he has disobeyed but his prayer is
valid. If a person makes a mistake in the recitation
using a word that is not from the Qur’an, he
prostrates after the salam. If the word is from the
Qur’an, then he does not prostrate unless he
changed the word or ruined the meaning in which
case he would prostrate after the Salam.

Whoever dozes off during the prayer does not owe a
prostration. If his sleep was heavy, then he repeats
the prayer and wud@’. The moaning of a sick person
is forgiven. Clearing one’s throat out of necessity is
forgiven, but for communication is disliked and does
not invalidate the prayer. If someone [praying] is
called and he responds by saying “subhan Allah,” it is
disliked, although his prayer is sound. If one stops
during his recitation and no one reminds him, he
leaves that verse and recites what comes next. If he
cannot remember, then he makes rukii’.

One should not look at a copy of the Qur’an in front
of him, unless it is the fatiha, which must be
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completed using a copy of the Qur’an or some other
means. If one leaves out one verse from the fatiha,
he prostrates before the salam. If it is more than
that, then the prayer is invalid. Whoever corrects
the recitation of other than his imam, then his
prayer is invalid. One should not correct the imam
unless he waits for assistance or changes the
meaning.

Whoever’s mind wanders for a short time about the
matters of the dunya, then his reward is reduced but
his prayer is valid. No prostration is owed in the
following instances:

1. Pushing someone away from walking in front
of you

2. Prostrating on the side of his forehead

3. Prostrating on one or two layers of his
turban.

There is nothing owed for involuntary emesis
(vomit) or reflux. The mistakes of a follower are
carried by the imam, unless what was missed was an
obligation.

If the follower is not paying attention, dozes off, or
is crowded out of bowing and:

1. Isin other than the first rak‘a, and
2. Feels like he can catch up to the imam before
the imam rises from the second prostration

then he makes ruk@’ and catches up to the imam. If
he does not feel like he can catch up to the imam,
then he follows the imam and makes up a rak‘a in its
place after the salam of his imam. If the follower
does not pay attention to prostrating, is crowded or
dozes off until the imam stands in the following unit
(rak’ah), then he prostrates, if he feels he will catch
the imam before he makes ruk@’. Otherwise, he
leaves the prostration and follows the imam and
then makes up another rak‘a as well. Whenever he
has to make up a rak‘a he does not have to prostrate
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[after the salam] unless he is in doubt about the
ruk@’ or prostration.

If one is approached by a scorpion or snake and kills
it, then he owes nothing, unless he spent a long time
or turns his back to the gibla, in which case he cuts
off the prayer. If a person doubts whether he is in
witr or the second rak‘a of shafi’, he should consider
it to the be the second rak’ah of shafi’, prostrate
after the Salam, and then stand for witr. The one
who unintentionally speaks between shafi’ and witr
owes nothing. If it was intentional, then it is
disliked, and he still owes nothing. The one who
does not catch at least one unit (rak’ah) with the
imam should not prostate with him, whether a gabli
or ba'di. If he prostrates with the imam, then his
prayer is invalid. If he catches a complete rak‘a or
more with the imam, he prostrates the qabli with
the imam and delays the ba'd1 until he finishes his
own prayer, and then prostrates it after the Salam.
If he intentionally prostrates with the imam, then
his prayer is invalid. If he prostrated
unintentionally then he prostrates after the Salam.

If the follower makes a mistake after the Salam of
the imam, then he is like an individual praying
alone. If the follower who was late owes a ba’di due
to the imam and a qabli due to his own mistake, the
gabli will suffice for him. If one forgets a rukd’ and
remembers it while in prostration, he must return
to the standing position. It is recommended that he
recite a portion of the Qur’an, perform the ruk@’ and
then prostrate after the Salam. If a person forgets
one prostration, and remembers it after standing, he
must return to the sitting and perform the missed
prostration. This is unless he had performed the
sitting before he stood up, in which case he would
not repeat the sitting. Whoever forgot two
prostrations should fall straight into prostration
without sitting. In all of these cases he prostrates
after the salam.

If he remembers the prostration after raising his
head from the ruka’ that follows it, he:
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Continues in his prayer

Does not return

Voids the deficient rak‘a

Adds a rak‘a at the end building [upon what

he has already done]

5. Prostrates before the Salam, if the mistake
was from the first two rak‘as and he
remembered it after completing the third
rak‘a.

6. Prostrates after the Salam if it was not from

the first two rak‘as, or was from them but he

remembered before completing the third
rak‘a. This is because the siira and the sitting
were not missed.

BN W N

Whoever says the final Salam while in doubt about
the completion of the prayer, his prayer is invalid.

The rules of sahw (forgetfulness) in make-up prayers
are the same as in the prayers made on time. The
rules of forgetfulness in the nafila prayer are the
same as in the obligatory prayer except in six

matters:
1. The fatiha
2. Sura
3. Silent recitation
4, Audible recitation
5. Adding arak‘a
6. Forgetting some of the pillars of the prayer if

a long time has passed

So, whoever forgets the fatiha in the nafila and
remembers it after the ruk@’ he continues on in his
prayer and he prostrates before the Salam. This is
in contrast to the fard prayer where he would void
that rak'a, add another rak‘a and continue. His
prostration would be according to what we
mentioned about the person who forgot a
prostration. If a person forgets the sura, the
audible recitation, or the silent recitation in the
nafila and remembers after the rukd’ and he does
not owe a prostration, which differs from the fard
prayer. If a person stands for a third rak‘a during a
nafila, he returns if he remembers before
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completing the ruk@’ and prostrates after the Salam.
If he completed the third rak‘a, he should continue
and add a fourth rak‘a and prostrate before the
Salam. This differs from the fard where he would
return as soon as he realizes and prostrate after the
Salam.

If a person forgets a pillar from the nafila prayer,
such as ruk@’ or sujiid, and does not remember until
he has said Salam and a long time has passed, he
does not have to repeat the prayer. This differs
from the fard prayer in which case he would repeat
it indefinitely. Whoever cuts off a nafila prayer
intentionally or leaves a rak‘a or sajda from it
intentionally, must repeat it indefinitely.

Whoever yawns in his prayer owes nothing, unless
he pronounces a letter. If an imam makes a mistake
by either subtracting or adding something, the
follower must say subhan Allah. If your imam
stands after completing only two rak‘as, then say
subhan Allah. However, if he seperates from the
ground then follow him. If he sits in the first or
third rak‘a, then stand and do not sit with him. If he
prostrates once and leaves the second prostration,
say subhan Allah and do not follow him. This is
unless you fear that he will go into the following
ruki@’, in which case you would follow. Then you
would not sit with him afterwards neither in the
second or fourth rak‘a. Once he says the final Salam,
then stand and add another raka in place of the one
he missed building on what was done and then
prostrate before the Salam. If you were a
congregation, the best thing would be for you to
choose one amongst you to complete the prayer.

If the imam adds a third prostration, then say
subhan Allah and do not prostrate with him. If the
Imam stands up for a fifth rak‘a, those who are sure
of it being needed or are in doubt must follow him.
The ones who are sure of it being an addition must
sit. If the first group sits or the second stands, the
prayer is invalid. If the imam says the Salam before
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completing the prayer, those following him must
say subhan Allah. If he believes them he should
return to complete his prayer, and then prostrate
after the salam. If he is sure of the prayer being
complete, he should follow his certainty and leave
the two just witnesses. This is unless there are
many people behind him [saying subhan Allah] then
he should leave his certainty and go with them.

QUESTIONS FOR THE BOOK OF IMAM AL-AKHDARI
Prepared by
Students in the Tayba Distance Learning Course

NOTE: WHEN SUBMITTING YOUR ANSWERS, BE SURE TO MENTION THAT YOU ARE USING
THE QUESTIONS FROM THE 2™ (SECOND) EDITION OF AL-AKHDARI.

INTRODUCTION:

Why do all classical texts start with Al-Hamd and Basmalah?
Define mukallaf?
Is it necessary to study Islamic beliefs (‘ageedah) as a practicing Muslim?
What is meant by rectification of Faith (Iman)?
List six (6) individually obligatory (fard ‘ain) subjects?
What is obligatory to know first among the sciences of Religion?
List the five pillars?
What are the articles of faith?
Who accompanied the Prophet (sas) on the Heavenly Ascent?
. Does a person without intellect have to fulfill Allah’s commands and avoid His
prohibitions?

XN AP

=
o

CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE:

11. Is repentance a part of faith? In other words, if a person doesnot repent, is he a
Muslim?
12. What are the three (3) conditions for making repentance?
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13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
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If Muslims go back to their wrongful acts do they have to repent again for that same

wrongful act?

Can Muslims delay repentance until they perfect their behavior?

Can Muslims make general repentance or must it be specific, or can it be both?

What body parts are specifically mentioned in the text to guard from evil acts?

Is to swear by divorce legal in Al-Islam?

Is swearing by divorce binding?

Define what “fasiq” means?

Is an immoral person (fasiq) considered Muslim?

A fasiq is?
(a) a person who neglects prayers (b) someone who commits major wrong actions
(b) repeat minor wrongs often (d) an abusive person (e) all of the above

Is it important to repent from corrupt actions and thoughts before performing prayer?

Are dissembling words a major or minor wrong action?

Is there any harm in requesting a Muslim’s property when you are not in need?

What are some examples of worldly intercessions?

Can missed prayers (salaat) be delayed?

Can Muslims perform any action in Al-Islam without knowing the judgments of Allah

concerning that act?

THE CLASSIFICATION OF PURITY AND PURIFYING:

List two (2) types of purity?

Define pure and purifying water?

Can any water be used for devotional practices (ibadah)? Explain.
List things that can be intrinsic to the water?

Can salt water be used for purification?

IMPURITY:

What type of filth is a preventive for one who intends to pray?
Does the substance of filth invalidate the prayer?

Describe istinja?

Describe istijmaar?

DITI F DU:

Can the performance of wudu be made sound with its obligatory acts only?

Are prayers one does with missed obligations of wudu valid?

Is wudu essential to the performance of prayer?

What is the judgment/ruling for brushing the teeth during wudu?

Is wiping between the toes a part of wudu? If so, what is the judgment/ruling for it?
List five (5) events that nullify wudu?

List some possible reasons that nullify wudu?

What are the obligatory parts of wudu?
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THINGS PROHIBITED WITHOUT WUDU:

What is/are prohibited for Muslims to do without wudu?

GHUSL

46.
47.
48.

49.
50.

51.

52

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.
67.
68.
69.

What are the causes of ghusl?

What is the bare minimum for a valid ghusl?

What must you do if you do not have enough water or time to perform a complete
ghusl?

Describe a complete ghusl with all the obligations, sunna and recommended actions.
Ifa person discovers semen on his clothes, and he does not know when it got there,
what should he do?

What is prohibited for a person in janaba?

TAYAMMUM:

. Does tayammum involve the use of water?
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

Who can peform tayammum? Explain.

How many obligations of tayammum?

Does tayammum have virtuous acts that can be performed?

What things nullify tayammum?

What additional acts can be done with tayammum? Explain.

Can two (2) obligatory prayers be done with a single tayammum?

If one is in major ritual impurity, can they perform tayammum and pray?

If an obligatory prayer is not in, can one perform tayammum and wait to perform
prayer in its proper time?

CONCERNING MENSTRUATION:

Name the three (3) menstrual categories?

What is the longest menstrual cycle for a girl on her first period?

What is unlawful for a menstruating woman?

At the completion of a woman’s menstrual cycle, is her prayer valid without ghusl?
Can women recite Qur’an on their menses? Explain.

LOCHIAL BLEEDING:

Is lochial blood the same as menstrual blood concerning what is not lawful?
What is the longest period of bleeding after childbirth?

What is the rule for women’s prayers after the blood ceases to flow? Explain.

Does lochial bleeding require women to ghusl before prayers?

TIMES OF PRAYER:

Page | 40 TAYBA FOUNDATION- ISLAMIC EDUCATION CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM



70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
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The elective time of Dhuhr, explain?

The elective time of ‘Asr, explain?

The elective time of Maghrib, explain?

The elective time of ‘Isha, explain?

The elective time of Subh/Fajr, explain?

Can missed prayers be performed in the prohibited times?

When a lot of prayers are owed, their performance takes the place of what specific

prayers? Explain.

77.

78.
79.
80.
81.

What are the exceptions for delaying prayer beyond its necessary time?
CONDITIONS OF THE PRAYER:

What are the conditions of prayer?

What is considered nakedness for men?

What is considered nakedness for women?

If on a journey and a very small amount of water is accessible, can Muslims refuse to

pray because of lack of water?

82.

83.
84.
85.
86.

87.
88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94.

Must Muslims face a specific direction in prayer?
OBLIGATIONS OF PRAYER AND ITS GRADE CATEGORIES:

List fourteen (14) obligations of the prayer?

Name the Grade Categories in proper order?

What are some of the disliked matters in the prayer?

In a two raka’at prayer, can a missed short surah invalidate the prayer?

THE DED FORMS OF PRAYER:

How many graded forms are there?

List the obligatory graded forms in their proper order?

What graded forms are only desirable?

If a Muslim is capable of a greater form but performs a lesser graded form, is his prayer
valid?

Can Nafilah prayers be performed sitting down even if one is healthy and able to stand?

OUTSTANDING PRAYERS OWED:
Can Muslims neglect the performance of missed prayers, if it is a lot owed?

What are the permissible times to perform missed prayers?
Is it preferable that missed prayers should take the place Nafilahs?

PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS:
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95. The prostration of forgetfulness carries what grade category?

96. What is the rule for omission in the prayer? Explain.

97. What is the rule for addition in the prayer? Explain.

98. What prostrations are owed when you omit and add in the same prayer?

99. What happens when one forgets to prostrate for three (3) or more omissions?

100. What if one forgets to prostrate for an additional act?

101. Do virtuous acts require prostrations if missed?

102. What is the rule for doubt relating to if a raka’at was performed or not?

103. Can one recite the Al-Fatihah twice in the same prayer?

104. How does one redress a missed middle sitting in the prayer? Explain.

105. How many raka’at must be completed with Imam to be considered a part of the
congregation?

106. Give an example for building upon the prayer?

107. Does a missed fatihah invalidate nafilah prayer?

108. If one stands in a two raka’at nafilah prayer for a third raka’at, how is it
redressed?

109. If a healthy person prays a nafilah sitting down, is it valid

110. An individual who is late to the prayer is considered to have caught the rak’ah if

s/he joins the prayer before the Imam

111. What constitutes a ‘long time” having passed after the prayer?

112. Is the Prostration of Forgetfulness fard, sunnah, or mandoob?

113. The two prostrations before the salaam are called

114. The two prostrations after the salaam are called

115. What does one do to make up for (redress) adding something to the prayer?
116. What does one do to make up for subtracting something from the prayer?

117. What does one do if s/he subtracts from and adds to the same prayer?

118. If one completes the prayer - forgetting to perform the two prostrations before

the salaam -, and a long time has passed, would it still be valid if s/he offered the two

prostrations at that time?

119. In number nine, is one’s prayer still valid if three sunnah acts were omitted
from that prayer?
120. If one remembers two prostrations after the salaam (that were missed) after a

year has passed, should s/he still perform them?
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121. Is the offering of two Prostrations of Forgetfulness sufficient to make up for a

missed fard act in the salaah?

122. How many prostrations are owed if one omits a recommended act from the
prayer?

123. As for one sunnah (being left off), there is no prostration owed, unless it is for

124, Whoever recites audibly in a silent prayer should prostrate before the salaam.

True or False?
125. Is a person’s Salaah al-Fajr still valid if s/he mistakenly offers four raka’aat,

instead of two?

126. Is a person’s Salaah al-Maghrib still valid is s/he mistakenly offers four raka’aat,
instead of three?

127. Doubt in prayer is like

128. How often does one have to have doubt about his/her prayer in order to be

considered Muwaswis (one with constant doubt).

129. Ruqgayyah mistakenly recited Soorah al-Faatihah twice in the same rak’ah. What
should she do?

130. Whoever laughs in the prayer invalidates it. True or False?

131. If the believer stands for prayer, s/he removes from her/his heart everything
other than

132. Whoever smiles in the prayer invalidates it. True or False?

133. If Ahmad begins to stand up before sitting, and remembers while his hands are

still on the ground, what should he do? Does he owe two prostrations? If so, what kind?

134. Concerning number 133, what if Ahmad remembers after his hands and knees
have left the ground?

135. What is the status of the prayer of one who intentionally blows air during it?

136. If one has to spit during the prayer, where and how should s/he do it?

137. During Salaah az-Zuhr, Aaminah begins to doubt whether she’s in a state of

purity. Shortly after (doubting), she remembers that she is. Does she owe anything?
138. ‘Abdus-salaam turns his back to the Qiblah during Salaah al-‘Asr. Therefore, he

must cut his prayer off. True or False?
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139. If one prays wearing silk or gold, steals during the prayer, or looks at something
prohibited, he has disobeyed and his prayer is invalid. True or False?

140. During Salaah al-‘Ishaa, Zainab dozed off into a heavy sleep. What must she do?

141, During Salaah al-Fajr, ‘Abdullaah responds to ‘Umar, who is not praying at the
time, and informs him that he’ll speak with him in about fifteen minutes. Is
‘Abdullaah’s prayer valid or invalid?

142, What is the status of the prayer of the person who unintentionally omits the last
Aayah of Surah al-Faatihah? What, if anything, should s/he do in that instance? Does
s/he owe any prostrations? If so, what type?

143. If a follower corrects the recitation of someone other than the Imam he’s
following in the prayer, his prayer is invalid. True or False?

144, The reward is reduced for the person whose mind wanders (in the prayer) for a

short time about matters of the

145. The one who vomits involuntarily during the salaah owes two prostrations after
the salaam. True or False?
146. The mistakes of a follower are carried by the Imam, unless what was missed was

a(n)

147. Explain what the follower does if s/he is distracted and does not prostrate when
the Imam does, is crowded from being able to prostrate, or dozes off, until the Imam
stands in the following rak’ah.

148. What does a person owe if s/he speaks between shafi’ and witr?

149, The latecomer who does not catch at least one rak’ah with the Imam should not
follow him in any Sajdah as-Sahw. True or False?

150. If the follower makes a mistake after the salaam of the Imam, then s/he is like

a(n)

151. What is the status of the prayer of the one who says the final salaam while in
doubt about the completion of the prayer?

152. The rules of sahw (forgetfulness) in gadaa’ (make-up) prayers are different from
those in the prayers made on time (adaa’). True or False?

153. The rules of forgetfulness in the naafila prayer are the same as in the obligatory

prayer, except in what six matters?

Page | 44 TAYBA FOUNDATION- ISLAMIC EDUCATION CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM



The Mukhtasar of al-Akhdar1 Course Packet: Figh 101A

154. If the Imam stands up for a fifth rak’ah (in Salaah az-Zuhr, for instance) that the

follower knows is not warranted, should the follower stand with him anyway?
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